


The Early May Bank Holiday has its roots in ancient springtime 

celebrations that go back hundreds of years. Long before it became 

an official day off, communities across Britain marked the start of May 

as a turning point in the year, celebrating warmer weather with 

outdoor gatherings, flowers and maypole dancing. Many of these 

traditions grew out of old seasonal festivals that focused on renewal 

and new life. 

The bank holiday itself is much more recent, officially introduced in 

1978. It was set on the first Monday of May to create a long weekend 

and to keep the focus on rest and community, rather than the political 

events linked to May Day in some other countries. 

Today, the Early May Bank Holiday is simply seen by many as a 

welcome break and a sign that spring is finally here. Whether it's 

enjoying a day out, joining a local event, or just relaxing at home, it 

continues to mark the shift towards brighter days and summer ahead. 

However you celebrate the Bank Holiday, Age UK Stockport hopes 

you had a lovely day! 



Help shape the future of our 
work - seeking a Chair of the 
Board of Trustees  

Board of Trustees 

We are delighted to share that 
following a successful 
recruitment for our Board of 
Trustees we are welcoming 
three new trustees to our Board 
of Trustees this month.   

 

Melissa Woodham, a Stockport resident and solicitor in a local 
Stockport firm 

Rosemary Wheeler, a Stockport resident, with a background in Stockport 
community health services and a current volunteer of Age UK Stockport  

David Hughes, a Stockport resident and retired from a career in the private 
commercial sector and a number of volunteering roles.  

More on our New Board in the next edition 

Chair of Trustees  

Having strengthened our Board with a great balance of established and 
experienced trustees and new trustees we are now seeking a Chair of the 
Board designate for when our current Chairperson steps down at the end of 
her term later this year. You can view the Chair Recruitment Pack at the 
website below. 

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/stockport/about-us/more-about-age-uk-stockport/
trustees-governance/ 

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/stockport/about-us/more-about-age-uk-stockport/trustees-governance/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/stockport/about-us/more-about-age-uk-stockport/trustees-governance/


Sky Up Hubs Lead Partner Day 

Age UK Stockport staff - Hazel Batty and Gemma Reeves- Brown 
attended the first regional Sky Up Hubs Lead Partner Day of the 
year at their flagship hub in Wigan on Friday 10thApril 2025, at The 
Brick Community Stadium. 

 

Sky Up partners came together to share best practice and 
knowledge, helping to shape and showcase our social impact 
across all regions. We explored great ways to share our learning 
with the wider network, maximise our offerings, and collaborate by 
drawing on everyone’s expertise and experience. 

  

Hazel and Gemma stepped into the role of Sky presenters for the 
day; they had an enjoyable day with lots of learning but lots of fun!! 



Gift of Friendship Service 

Do you have an older family 
member, friend or neighbour that 
spends a lot of their week alone? 
Then we can help!  We have trained 
and DBS checked volunteers ready 
to visit people in their own home 
every week for up to 6 months to 
offer companionship and help 
connection to their community.  

For more info please call 0161 480 

1211 or email  

volunteer@ageukstockport.org.uk  

Turn your daily shopping into free donations! 

Easyfundraising is an easy and completely free way to support great 
causes just by shopping online. This can be used to turn your everyday 
purchases into valuable donations, at no extra cost to you. 

If you’re planning to buy anything online, simply going through 
Easyfundraising first can make a real difference and help raise funds for 
our organisation. Every purchase, big or small, contributes and adds up 
over time. 

Please visit the website below to find out more and get started – it’s a 

simple step that can have a big impact! 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/cause/ageukstockport/ 

mailto:volunteer@ageukstockport.org.uk


Step Out Stockport Welcomes Michelle! 

At Step Out we are excited to introduce our new Activity Coordinator. 

Michelle takes over from Sasha who has now stepped up as a Senior 

Support Worker. 

“Hi, my name is Michelle. I am enjoying my new role as Activity 

coordinator at Step Out. I have lots of exciting activities planned for us at 

Step Out. I have worked in the care sector for over 13 years.  

I have 7 years experience in Activity coordination. I have 2 grown up 

children who I see regularly. I enjoy DIY, Gardening and love to go to the 

charity shops for a bargain.” 





 For the last five years, Age UK Stockport and Trafford College 

Group have been working together in a fantastic collaboration. 

From our Welcome Wednesday sessions and intergenerational 

projects to the support provided at our Hub in Edgeley, the 

partnership has continued to grow. We’ve also been proud to work 

alongside Michele McLaughlin MBE as part of the wider 

community partnership work. 

 

We are delighted to share that this year we have been nominated 

for an award under Partnership in Excellence. Haze Batty and 

Gemma Reeves Brown from Age UK Stockport will be attending 

the event and are excited to be representing the partnership and 

celebrating the achievements we’ve made together.   



A wonderful group of knitters from St Peter’s Church in Hazel 
Grove have generously donated a beautiful collection of handmade 
knitted blankets to Age UK Stockport. Each blanket has been 
lovingly crafted over many months, with every stitch made to bring 
warmth and comfort to older people in our community. 

 

Pictured is Anne from the church alongside Hazel Batty, our Senior 
Lead at Age UK Stockport. We are incredibly grateful for this 
thoughtful donation. The blankets will be shared with older 
residents across Stockport, offering not only warmth but also a 
sense of care. 

 

Acts of kindness like this make a real difference to the lives of local 
people, and we extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone involved. 

 



Congratulations to our gift of friendship volunteer Leslie Wyatt: who has 
been nominated and shortlisted for a Stockport Rocks! Award under the 
health and wellbeing category, this is an annual volunteer awards 
ceremony, rewarding and celebrating the incredible people 
and organisations who give their time to support local causes and make 
a difference to the Stockport community.   

 

Leslie is an exceptional Gift of Friendship volunteer for Age UK 
Stockport. For over two years, Les has been visiting his client,  providing 
meaningful companionship. Each week, he takes four buses to ensure 
he can make these visits, demonstrating remarkable dedication and 
commitment. 

 

As this client is bed-bound, Les’s visits are incredibly important to her. 
He has shared that they get on extremely well, and his time with her 
brings comfort, connection, and genuine companionship. Les’s reliability, 
kindness, and willingness to go above and beyond truly make a 
difference, and he is a wonderful example of the impact our volunteers 
have. 

 

We wish him lots of luck for this nomination.  



Petplan Charitable Trust Grant 

Age UK Stockport is delighted to have received funding from the 
Petplan Charitable Trust. This support will enable us to better assist 
clients in Stockport who are struggling to care for their pets. 

 

The funding will help us establish and expand this essential service, 
ensuring that both pets and their owners are well supported during 
challenging times. With our strong community presence, extensive 
experience, and deep commitment to local residents, we are confident 
in our ability to deliver a successful and impactful project that truly 
meets the needs of individuals across Stockport. 



Dementia Memory Hub – Hosted Every Other Tuesday 

Location: Offerton Community Centre, SK2 5NX 

Time: 11am – 1pm 

Next session: 12 May 2026 

Join , Age UK Stockport, and other community and clinical staff for advice, 
support, a friendly chat, and a cuppa. Everyone is welcome. 







Latest News and Activities at The Hub  

Activities & Events at the Hub  

This document is available as a standalone document that is in bigger text size. If you 
would like a copy of this you can pick up a copy at our Hub in Edgeley or call us on 

0161 480 1211  



Community Activities Calendar  

This document is available as a standalone document that is in bigger text size. If you 
would like a copy of this you can pick up a copy at our Hub in Edgeley or call us on 

0161 480 1211  



Step Out Activities Calendar  

This document is available as a standalone document that is in 

bigger text size. If you would like a copy of this you can pick up a 

copy at our Hub in Edgeley or call us on 0161 480 1211  



We rely on your support to help older people in Stockport. 

Giving online is quick and easy. You can make a one-off donation or a regular donation to 

support our work and specify your own amount to donate. 

All donations received by Age UK Stockport will be used locally to the benefit of local people. 
Your donation makes a real different and a little bit of help really does go a long way.  

If you would like to donate please visit our website at  

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/stockport/get-involved/donate/ 


