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Progress Report   For men who can join us in Northampton Men’s Sheds there are many 
benefits.  Often, older men seek greater purpose in their life: some are living alone and looking for 
activity that is stimulating and worthwhile. We need to offer the ‘Shed Experience’ more widely and 
are looking for premises and funding to open a second Shed in Northampton, perhaps sometime 
in 2017. Suggestions and ideas for this project are very welcome.  
 
 

Welcome to new joiners   Northampton Men’s Sheds (NMS) now has a growing number 
of members (we call ourselves ‘Shedders’). New Shedders bring fresh interests and sometimes 
skills to share. In the UK there are now 400 Sheds. Men (and now also women) follow their 
interests with other peole, learning and working ‘shoulder to shoulder’. It has been said that 
becoming Shedders bring people ‘a new bounce’ as they find this new interest in their life. 

Northampton Council open a NightShelter   We have, since opening in August last 
year, completed a range of projects providing equipment to local community organisations. In the 
new NightShelter we have provided shower furniture, storage units, desks and a Mobile ‘phone 
charging station. The Shelter is located at the former British Rail Social Club in St Andrew’s Road 
near to the railway station. Councillors Penny Flavell and Graham Walker from the Borough 
Council are recent visitors to our Gladstone Road Shed. 

  Men Behaving Gladly down under   
  I have been visiting Tasmania where the movement is stronger than 

anywhere else. There are 56 Sheds across this small island State and 
the number is growing fast. Most Tasmanians can now easily find a 
local Men’s Shed and these new meeting places are welcomed with 
open arms by the community. The support from Tasmanians has been 
notable and sustained - from all sectors of society. The picture shows 
the delivery of a planing machine at the Longford Shed, donated by a 
local business.    

 
Some Men’s Sheds in Australia are becoming embedded with local councils, evolving as 
‘Community Sheds’ in which women are also participants. At Murray Bridge in South Australia 
where I am writing from, the aim is to provide a good venue for men of all ages, youth, indigenous, 
veterans and other groups to share, disseminate and preserve skills, abilities and other interests 
that benefit themselves and the community. The group assists men and women to be sociable and 
share each other's company whilst being and feeling productive. The group encourages men to 
learn new skills, working on interesting and productive projects. It is a place for conversation and 
friendship where men can pursue and share hobbies, pastimes and interests to contribute to the 
community through their collaboration projects. The Shed was built on the Murray Bridge Show 
Grounds with funding and land provided by the Rural City of Murray Bridge Council.  
 
We have named our bulletin ‘IN CONVERSATION’ to remind us of our purpose – for men to come 
together to enjoy each other’s company and for them to build a community through conversation and joint 
effort.   
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