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Minutes
Oldham Prevention Alliance
Friday 15th June 2018
Lees Suite, Oldham Civic Centre
2pm

	Present:
	Nicola Shore
	Age UK Oldham (Chair)
	nicola.shore@ageukoldham.org.uk 
0161 622 9257

	
	Sarah Maxwell
	Oldham Community Leisure
	sarah.maxwell@ocll.co.uk 

	
	Ruth Emmott
	Homeshare, PossAbilities
	ruth.emmott@possabilities.org.uk 


	
	Pauline Harrison
	Crossroads Together
	pauline@crossroadstogether.org.uk

	
	Julie Horan
	Falls Prevention Team, Pennine Care NHS Foundation Trust
	Juliehoran@nhs.net



	
	Lesley Cutter
	Villages Housing
	Lesley.cutter@villages.org.uk

	
	Marie Price 
	GM Nutrition & Hydration Project Officer, Age UK Salford
	Marie.price@ageuksalford.org.uk

	
	Mark Wynn
	HMR Circle and Crompton Circle
	mark@hmrcircle.org.uk 

	
	Nayan Joshi
	Action Together
	nayan.joshi@actiontogether.org.uk

	
	Barry Cassidy
	Oldham Diabetes Voluntary Support Group, Chair of Anglo-West Indian Group, Operations Director of Healthier Together CIC
	barry@nwbs.info 


	
	Stephen Rogerson
	OL1 Oldham
	

	Apologies:
	Angela Broadhurst
	Housing Strategy, Oldham Council
	angela.broadhurst@ageukoldham.org.uk

	
	Dana Murphy
	Villages Housing
	dana.murphy@villages.org.uk 

	
	Jane Soriente
	Oldham Council
	jane.soriente@oldham.gov.uk

	
	Stephanie Doherty 
	Caremark
	stephanie.doherty@caremark.co.uk



	
	Alison Stuart
	Oldham Council
	alison.stuart@oldham.gov.uk 

	
	Julie Holt
	Public Health, Oldham Council
	julie.holt1@oldham.gov.uk 

	
	Martin Morris 
	Action Together 
	martin.morris@actiontogether.org.uk



	
	Paul Benedek
	Homewatch, Manchester Metropolitan University User/Carer committee
	

	
	Audrey Murphy
	Community Connector, Early Help
	audreymurphy@positive-steps.org.uk 

	
	Pat Furlong
	The Stroke Association
	Pat.Furlong@stroke.org.uk 

	
	Mick Sheehan
	Home Instead Senior Care
	mick.sheehan@homeinstead.co.uk

	
	Issie Howard
	Housing & Care 21
	isobel.howard@housingandcare21.co.uk

	
	Jackie Hanley
	Oldham Community Leisure
	Jackie.hanley@ocll.co.uk 

	
	Teresa Griffiths
	Age UK Oldham 
	teresa.griffiths@ageukoldham.org.uk 

	
	Becky Kershaw
	Thriving Communities and Ambition for Ageing, Action Together
	rebecca.kershaw@actiontogether.org.uk 

	
	Dorothy Dwayre-Wood
	Guinness Care
	Dorothy.Dwayre-Wood@guinness.org.uk 



	1 
	Welcome, Introductions & Apologies

	
	
NS welcomed attendees and new members and ran through housekeeping.  
Attendees and apologies as above.  Nicola thanked Angela Broadhurst and Alison Stuart from Oldham Council for organising the meeting room.


	2 
	Minutes & Matters arising (27th April 2018)

	
	
NS fed back that there has been a good response for places on the Good Relations Oldham training and good feedback from the first course. 

NJ had been asking for people to complete the tobacco survey.  Age UK Oldham had responses from approx. 57 people.

NS reminded everyone that we are looking for free rooms to hold future meetings.  

SM said there may be availability at Royton Sports Centre for the next meeting.  Action: SM to confirm room availability.


	3 
	Homeshare
Ruth Emmott, Homeshare, Possabilities
ruth.emmott@possabilities.org.uk 

	
	
Ruth gave out information packs about Homeshare:




[bookmark: _MON_1590828175]
Possabilities predominantly support adults with learning disabilities through Shared Lives and supported placements.  Also have day centres and houses with 24 hour support.  However they realised they were being approached by people who were lonely and isolated, but who didn’t have care needs so didn’t qualify for the support they provided.  This led to Possabilities successfully applying to Big Lottery for Homeshare funding.
Homeshare matches housholders with potential homesharers, carries out DBS checks and references.
The scheme provides 10 hours of social support.  Companionship and support from having someone in the house with them.  
Are seeking householders and potential homesharers.

13 Homeshare matches in their catchment area – covering Greater Manchester, Cheshire, Merseyside, Nottingham.  The London scheme is separate and is run in a different way.
There are over 250 matches in London and over 400 across the UK.
There are now case studies which illustrate the benefits that local people.  
Evaluation events are coming up soon, where SCIE will launch independent evaluation of Homeshare.
It is open to all age groups.  Benefits are that it can prevention loneliness and isolation, save people money on rent, it can provide valuable experience.  
People want to keep their independence so a bit of help with tasks like gardening, someone to go with them and carry their shopping. They may have had a fall and need temporary support.
It’s open to all age groups.
Homeshare fees: the householder pays £100 per month and the Homesharer pays £150 per month, but no money changes hands between the two parties.  The Homesharer also makes a contribution to the bills and Homeshare provide support when drawing up the agreement.
Have had success supporting someone living with dementia.  She now has 2 Homesharers and is receiving 20 hours of support a week.  They don’t say no to any scenario, but try to work practically to support it and monitor it very closely once it has been set up.
Nayan suggested Ruth contacts OHIP (Oldham Housing Investment Partnership).
The time period can vary and depends on the agreement between the two parties.

Actions: 
Nayan to send out the information in the Action Together e-bulletin.
Ruth to send electronic information to Nicola.
Nicola to send contact details for Oldham Community Radio.
Nayan to send contact details for Tameside Community Radio.


	4 
	Festival of Ageing and Crompton Circle
Mark Wynn

	
	
Mark Wynn
Heywood, Middleton & Rochdale Circle
T: 0800 112 3440  //  01706 751 165
E: mark@hmrcircle.org.uk
W: www.hmrcircle.org.uk 

Mark gave an update about Crompton Circle and Festival of Ageing:

Crompton Circle has almost 50 members now in that area.

Festival of Ageing
HMR Circle is the lead in Oldham and Rochdale for the Ambition for Ageing Festival of Ageing.  
The main local event will take place on 6th July at De Niro’s, Heyside, with 50 people signed up so far.
There are about a dozen subsidiary events in Oldham.  If you are doing anything, events or activities, from 2nd to 15th July, let Mark know and he will promote for you.  
There are events in central Manchester that they are trying to attract older people to attend.  Based around Manchester Museum, Town Hall, Library, etc. The first event is information stalls, and a Britain’s Got Talent type event.
There is also a Get Oldham Working: Generations Working Together information event on 5th July, 10am to 2.30pm, at Werneth Park Lifelong Learning Centre, Frederick Street, Oldham, OL8 1RB:


The Rochdale event is at Heywood Civic Centre with 80 people signed up already.
Mark thanked all those who have helped to promote this locally and the positive response received from partners in Oldham.
There is a central website: www.ambitionforageing.org.uk/festival 
It’s on the Radio Revolution site, Shaw & Crompton Correspondent.  Please retweet and share on social media.
As the Oldham and Rochdale lead for the Festival of Ageing, HMR Circle are aiming for a celebration of ageing, with fun events, and the theme of ‘Music to Feed our Northern Soul’.

Actions:
All to inform Mark about events/activities taking place during the Festival of Ageing, 2nd to 15th July


	4
	Information sharing

	
	
Nayan Joshi, Action Together:
Coldhurst and Westwood – Love where you live grants
Grants of up to £1,000 – deadline has been extended to Monday 18th June
Ideas to be pitched in a 3 minute presentation and voted on at a ‘You Decide’ event on 23rd June at the OBA Millennium Centre, 12pm to 3pm.  
Contact Action Together on 0161 339 2345 for more information.

Community Explorer Gatherings
Local networking events supported by Action Together, working in all the districts of Oldham.  A chance for the voluntary sector to get together and find out what is happening locally:




Healthwatch forum event – Active-Health-Outdoors
Healthwatch event coming up.  Forum event on Saturday 30th June, 10am to 3pm.  Activities for the whole family.  Health stalls and information.  There is an Eventbrite link where you can book onto activities: https://www.healthwatcholdham.co.uk/content/events 

Get Oldham Growing event
26th July, 10am to 3pm, at Parliament Square.  A range of information, activities will be there.  Contact Anne Fleming for more information anne.fleming@oldham.gov.uk 

Hubbub planting in Manchester Chambers alleyway
Hubbub, a London organisation, and IF Oldham have teamed up to look at reclaiming the alleyways and improving community cohesion.  They have created an example of what can be done, with large planters of fruit and flowers, hanging baskets, etc. so that people can see how community spaces can be transformed.

https://www.hubbub.org.uk/lovewhereyoulive 

Stephen Rogerson, OL1 Oldham:

Oldham Carnival
23rd June, 10am to 5.30pm, in Oldham Town Centre, Parliament Square area.
Dance groups and entertainment.  Community and charity stalls.
All welcome.

Barker Street Community Centre
Funding has been obtained from Kew Gardens to plant wild flower seeds in the back garden.  It has been a lot of hard work to dig the area ready for planting.  They will be involving local schools in the planting.

Barry Cassidy, Healthier Together event
Barry will be holding an event for all ages on Sunday 12th August, 11am to 3pm, in Alexandra Park.  Local organisation is invited to display information, raise money and find out what is happening locally – it is free to have a stall.  Contact Barry Cassidy at barry@nwbs.info or ring 07754476369.

Sarah Maxwell, Oldham Community Leisure
‘Escape Pain’ courses
9 people have signed up for the first ‘Escape Pain pilot course at Chadderton Wellbeing Centre.  It is for people aged 55+ and currently inactive and meet some physical health criteria.  An independent evaluation of the programme is being carried out.  

Marie Price, Age UK Salford, Nutrition & Hydration Project
marie.price@ageukoldham.org.uk 
Marie introduced herself at the last meeting and updated everyone about the project.  The local materials for the project are being developed and Marie is writing the training programme for Oldham.
Marie distributed the paper armband tool to everyone.  A booklet is available about increasing appetite for those at risk.  After 12 weeks they will be referred to a GP or dietician if their situation has not improved.  Marie will be training people across Oldham to use the resources.  
Nayan asked whether there will be any follow-up before 12 weeks.  Marie said that depending on the organisations involved they may be in regular contact with the person so would be able to informally discuss with them before 12 weeks.  There will be signposting information available for support in cooking for themselves, etc.
Marie tested out her Nutrition and Hydration questionnaire on the group and received feedback.  

Nicola Shore, Age UK Oldham:

Dementia Friends
Nicola is running a Dementia Friends Information session on Friday 29th June, 10.30am to 11.30am at George Street Chapel on George Street in Oldham.  This is an information session designed by the Alzheimer’s Society to share 5 key messages about dementia.  Staff and volunteers and public are all welcome.  Please let Nicola know if you would like to attend.

Useful information for partners:
Affordable Warmth Newsletter (quarterly newsletter) to be added to the distribution list contact Angela Broadhurst, angela.broadhurst@oldham.gov.uk - 0161 770 4798 or Alison Stuart, alison.stuart@oldham.gov.uk  - 0161 770 3957.


 
Nayan reminded everyone about the Warm Homes scheme which offers a range of interventions, insulation, first-time central heating, draught-proofing, signposting to other support, etc.

Saddleworth & Lees E-update, Christine Wilson, chris.wilson@oldham.gov.uk 
0161 770 8416.

Julie Horan, Falls Prevention Team, Pennine Care NHS Foundation Trust
Updated that the Falls Prevention Team are moving to the Link Centre to be based alongside the Community Occupational Therapy team and the Assistive Equipment team.
Julie asked whether information is shared with participants on the Falls Prevention Scheme.  Nicola confirmed that information was shared with the manager of the service who passes information on to participants.


	5 
	Any other business 

	
	
n/a


	6 
	Date and venue of next meeting

	
	Tuesday 4th September, 2pm – 4pm, Chadderton Wellbeing Centre, Burnley Street, OL9 0JW

[bookmark: _GoBack]If anyone has a free meeting room available for any future meetings, please let us know!
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Homeshare Advert full page.pdf .pdf


To find out more about this 
exciting opportunity contact 
us on 01706 626747 or email: 
homeshare@possabilities.org.uk


Do you need affordable 
accommodation?
For only £150 per month you will 
have a warm, comfortable home, 
just for sharing a few hours a week 
of your time.


In return, could you offer help 
around the house for 10 hours per 
week with tasks such as cooking, 
shopping, sharing a meal or a trip 
to the pub?


Would you like to make a 
difference to someone’s life?


Would life be easier with 
an extra pair of hands?
Do you have a spare room?
Homeshare is ideal for those who 
would like a little security, just 
having someone around the house 
can be a great comfort.
Would life be better with some 
extra help with tasks such as 
shopping, gardening or a trip to 
the pub?
Would a meal be more enjoyable 
with someone to share it with?
We could match you with the 
perfect homesharer!


Homeshare advert.indd   1 04/08/2017   10:16
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Frequently Asked Questions









What is a Homeshare?



A Homeshare is where one person offers a spare room in their home and in return another person offers up to ten hours of social support.



What’s the difference between a householder and a homesharer?



It’s simple really. The householder is the person who is offering the spare room. The homesharer is the person who takes up the offer and gives up to ten hours social support in return.



Social support? What is that?



Sometimes householders just need a bit of support to enable them to live a more full life as they get older or try to juggle family life with work. So social support can be anything that is not personal care. Whatever the two parties agree. For example gardening, window cleaning, going to the shops or even taking someone to the pub.



So it’s not like being a carer then?



Definitely not. Professional carers help with things like dressing, bathing and medication. Homesharers don’t do that sort of thing. Their contribution is purely about social support along the lines of the things mentioned above.



That sounds great. Is it free?



The householder doesn’t make a charge for the room, the homesharer gives their support in return. They split the bills, like gas, electric and water. They each pay a monthly service charge to the PossAbilities Homeshare scheme: £100 for the Householder and £150 for the Homesharer. You also have to pay a one off fee of £25 to register for Homeshare.





Sounds fair enough, but what’s this service charge for?



PossAbilities Homeshare operates the Homeshare scheme. The service charge covers the costs of vetting prospective householders and homesharers, setting up agreements, monitoring the arrangement and help dealing with any issues or disputes that may arise. It’s a full support service to make sure that the Homeshare arrangement works, is safe and successful.





















Does the homesharer have to stay in their room?



No. Usually homesharers also share common parts of the house such as the kitchen and living room. It’s not unusual for homesharers to find that they have things in common – even when there is a significant age gap – and they enjoy spending time together as well as spending time alone.



Are there any Homeshares available in my area?



We are building up a big database of people who want to be householders and homesharers across Greater Manchester. One of the important things is to find a good match. The best way to find out is to get in touch with us and we can explore what you are looking for.



How long does it take to make a match?



It varies. Matching the right people together is our priority rather than just rushing into a match that might not work. So the sooner you get in touch, the sooner we can start the process of finding out more about you and who would make a good match for you.



Is a Homeshare just temporary or does it have to be forever?



Forever is a long time. A Homeshare can last for as long as both parties want it to. All Homeshare arrangements have a trial period to see if it works for the householder and homesharer. After that we tend to see them as short term for up to eight weeks; medium term which is around the length of an academic year and good for students; or long term for as long as it suits both parties.



Is living with a stranger safe?



By the time the Homeshare arrangement starts you won’t be strangers and we will know a lot about both of you. There will be checks too, like references, DBS checks and we will meet with both parties to satisfy ourselves that there are no risks to either the householder or homesharer.



Next, when we feel that we have found a suitable match, we will introduce you and let you get to know each other. If that feels right, we can organise a trial period. You will know at each stage whether you feel comfortable and safe progressing to the next stage. If at any stage you don’t we are contactable at all times.



















Sounds like a lot of hoops to jump through, why shouldn’t I just rent a place or hire some help?



You could do that, but think about the benefits of Homesharing first: -



As a homesharer you could save about £4,000 a year in rent – that’s a big contribution to paying student fees; it might be the deposit for a place of your own; or even pay for that trip of a lifetime you’ve been planning.



As a householder you will have someone on hand to do those tasks that maybe you just don’t have the time to do; maybe it will be just the thing that helps you to stay in your own home as you get older; for those who live alone, just having someone around the house can be a great comfort. Also don’t forget that ten hours support a week would cost you about £4,000 a year.



The amazing thing about Homeshares is that people often become friends and they find that they have things in common or things that they can teach each other. It can be so much better than living alone.



Will I lose any benefits or allowances?



There is no rent changing hands and no tenancy agreement with a Homeshare so that makes things a lot simpler. Though, everybody’s situation is different. What we will do is take a look at any benefits or allowances that you are eligible and help you to work these through before you make a decision to join the scheme.



What if it doesn’t work out?



We make every effort to ensure that things will work out – finding a suitable match; making introductions; setting a trial period; and keeping in contact with you during the Homeshare. Usually, when all of these things are done, people learn to get along and live with each other quite happily. It’s possible that a Homeshare arrangement may break down. If it does you are free to end it without any financial penalties, and for the homesharer we will signpost you to other agencies that may be able to help you find accommodation.



I’m interested, what do I do next?



Great. You will find a really simple application form in this pack. If you need any help completing it, just give us a call.























Once we receive your application form there’s a simple and easy process that we will help you to go through which will lead to your first Homeshare. We follow these steps: -



1. We meet for a chat and to find out more about you.



2. We do all necessary checks such as taking out references.



3. If everything is okay, you get the ‘all clear’



4. You are in the Homeshare scheme and we try to find you a suitable match.



To contact the Homeshare Team: Homeshare@possabilities.org.uk
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Update_March2018
If you would like to find our more about Homeshare, for yourself or someone you would like to help, call us on 01706 626 747 or email homeshare@possabilities.org.uk / www.possabilities.org.uk/homeshare 

       

      PossAbilities Homeshare	   	@PossAbHomeshare	





What’s new at Homeshare?









When one gives a spare room and another offers up to 10 hours of social support…That is Homeshare!



Our Matches Living the Homeshare Life!





When we met a lovely Polish lady of 94, we couldn’t believe how fast she ran up the stairs! She didn’t need a lot of help but was feeling a little concerned of being in the house at night on her own and worried about not being able to get to the shops when the weather was bad. When we asked what kind of lady she would like to Homeshare with she said a Polish student would be ideal. We thought this may be a challenge until a lovely 19 year old Polish lady applied. They were Introduced and recently the Homeshare started!

The young lady loves cooking and likes to be tidy, so keeps the house very clean! She also goes out for the shopping for the Householder if the weather is bad.

They have been to “ Fat Thursday” together, a traditional Polish event and also visit the local Polish Church together every Sunday.

Our Lovely Polish Match!   









If you would like to find our more about Homeshare, for yourself or someone you would like to help, call us on 01706 626 747 or email homeshare@possabilities.org.uk / www.possabilities.org.uk/homeshare 

       

      PossAbilities Homeshare	   	@PossAbHomeshare	





What’s new at Homeshare?









When one gives a spare room and another offers up to 10 hours of social support…That is Homeshare!



Our Matches Living the Homeshare Life!





37 year old Javeria has settled in very well with our ambassador Doreen aged 79.  They have been on lots of outings already and its only been a few weeks! Javeria has her own marketing business which is taking off and living with Doreen fits in well.

In return for a room in Doreen’s lovely little home Javeria carries out tasks such as cleaning, cooking and accompanying Doreen on outings, most recently to Bury Market and lunch with a Cabaret which Doreen enjoyed singing along to! Doreen is loving having Javeria around as she is very caring and great to chat to. Also a great cook!

Doreen never married because of caring for her mother and brother. Then after a fall herself lost a lot of confidence. Thanks to Homeshare this has now changed dramatically and she is a very happy, smiley lady and seeing the change is heart warming!     

Doreen and Javeria 









If you would like to find our more about Homeshare, for yourself or someone you would like to help, call us on 01706 626 747 or email homeshare@possabilities.org.uk / www.possabilities.org.uk/homeshare 
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What’s new at Homeshare?









When one gives a spare room and another offers up to 10 hours of social support…That is Homeshare!



Our Matches Living the Homeshare Life!





Shirley is a lovely 85 year old lady, who due to Dementia cannot leave her home, so spent a lot of time on her own. Thanks to Homeshare and input from Shirley's daughter we have managed to keep her in her own home and to have someone around the house more often. 

Shirley actually had two Homesharers because of the success. Her daughter who lives abroad, praised both of the ladies for supporting Shirley together when she had a fall and had to go in Hospital overnight. They were both also around at Christmas to ensure Shirley wasnt alone. 

One of the Homesharers has recently moved on but Shirley still has 29 year old Naomi, a Care Worker and she supports Shirley with cleaning, shopping and companionship and regular visits to the hospital when Shirley has been admitted. Homeshare has also helped Shirley to be discharged quicker and get back to her home.

Shirley and Naomi







If you would like to find our more about Homeshare, for yourself or someone you would like to help, call us on 01706 626 747 or email homeshare@possabilities.org.uk / www.possabilities.org.uk/homeshare 

       

      PossAbilities Homeshare	   	@PossAbHomeshare	





What’s new at Homeshare?









When one gives a spare room and another offers up to 10 hours of social support…That is Homeshare!



Our Matches Living the Homeshare Life!





Andy now 68, travelled the world for work in The Army and as an Overhead Lines Transmission and Distribution Engineer. He had lived alone for over 20 years until he came across Homeshare.

Andy allowed George, 30 years old to visit the UK from Romania and gave him a safe, warm home for 9 months. In return George provided companionship for Andy, bringing home shopping and after a hard day at work loved to watch MASH together. Both parties benefited and enjoyed the friendly banter! Andy is a fun, friendly chap and enjoys nothing more than chatting about old times. 

Andy & Doreen, another one of our Householders (middle photo) enjoyed Xmas together and now have dinner every Sunday how wonderful!

Andy is now looking for a new Homesharer, please do get in touch!

Andy 
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What’s new at Homeshare?









When one gives a spare room and another offers up to 10 hours of social support…That is Homeshare!



Our Matches Living the Homeshare Life!





John 87, a retired Architect was looking for a female Homesharer to share his beautiful home in York and in return he required support such as Companionship, Cooking and Cleaning and this is what he has found in 31 year old Jade.

Jade is currently studying a Masters Degree and has said she loves living with John he is wonderful and she feels very supported and welcome by Homeshare and Johns family. She said it is the best decision she has ever made! 

They watch the news together and Jade has recently cooked her famous Yorkshire Puds and Stew which John had second helpings of! John said he loves having Jade around the house and that she is an absolute treasure.

John and Jade   
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What’s new at Homeshare?









When one gives a spare room and another offers up to 10 hours of social support…That is Homeshare!



Our Matches Living the Homeshare Life!





Our Nottingham match - 80 year old Jill is a retired English teacher who was looking for help with light housework, companionship and presence at night. Whilst also contributing something worthwhile to another individual’s life.

Jill has been a landlady to artists, actors and opera singers, including several guests from Europe who regularly return to stay, welcoming people of all different ages and backgrounds, looking after them with generosity, kindness and skill, yet allowing them privacy and quality space to lead their lives.

Maria, 47, is also a teacher from Madrid, who is excited about using this experience to live English life and become fluent in the language. She also loves cleaning and cooking so they have been getting on very well!

Jill and Maria Josefa   
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Final festival of ageing flyer PDF.pdf


 


 


Thursday 5 July, 10am-2:30pm 


Werneth Park Lifelong Learning  


Frederick Street, Werneth, Oldham, OL8 1RB 


 


The festival will offer a range of activities, information and lots of 


opportunities  on employment, enterprise and health and well-being 


for individuals and communities to join in.  


 


Find out more:  


T: 0161 770 4674 






image6.emf
Community  Explorer Gatherings.pdf


Community Explorer Gatherings.pdf
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Oldham Affordable Warmth Newsletter May 2018.pdf


 


Affordable Warmth   


Newsletter 
Quarter 1 – 2018-19 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Welcome…. 
.…to the Affordable Warmth newsletter, which is produced to keep you all up to date on what’s happening 


with Affordable Warmth in Oldham.  


 


Please let us have any good news stories from your agencies for future editions. Also if you would like your 


name removing from our distribution list just let us know! 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Progress over the winter 


Warm Homes Oldham has gone through its first winter with the new delivery team in place of Agility Eco, 


Groundwork Oldham and Rochdale and Manchester CAB. Since October 2017 the project has: 


 


 Completed visits to 516 households  


 Installed a range of measures   
o 2 chimney balloons 
o 117 door brushes  
o 131 doors draft proofed 
o 2,577 LED light bulbs 
o 10 letterbox brushes  
o 952 radiator reflectors  
o 34 TV standby plugs 
o 67 boilers installed  
o 13 lofts & cavities installed 


 Switched to cheaper tariffs 
o Gas 252 households 
o Electric 244 households 


 A grand total of £213,212 has been saved / generated as new income for the households visited  
 


We also continue to work closely with partners such as the Greater Manchester Fire Service, Age UK and 


Oldham Foodbank. Watch this short video which features a resident who has benefited from the scheme: 


www.warmhomesoldham.org  


You can still make referrals right through the summer.  If you come across a resident with a 


vulnerable household, please refer them to Warm Homes Oldham, but please make sure you get the 


resident’s consent before you refer them.  The contact details are: 


• Phone:  0800 019 1084 


• Online: www.warmhomesoldham.org  


• Email: warmhomes@oldham.gov.uk 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Warm Homes Fund 


The Greater Manchester Combined Authority, working in 


partnership with Agility Eco have been successful in 


gaining £1.8 million of funding for first-time central heating.  


This will fund 500 install across Greater Manchester, about 


50 of which will be available to Oldham homeowners.   


 


80% of the installations will be for a gas central heating 


systems, including connection to the gas supply if this is not 


in place, with the other 20% being non-gas, where they are 


too far away to connect to the gas supply.  The non-gas 


systems will be mostly installations of Air Source Heat 


Pumps.  


 


In most cases we expect this to be replacing electric 


heating systems, but it will also apply to residents who have 


solid fuel back burners, or just a gas fire with no central heating system.  


 


The project is due to launch shortly and run through to March 2019.  Referring is really straightforward, if 


you come across a household who might qualify (in Oldham they need to be an owner occupier), all 


you have to do is refer them to Warm Homes Oldham at the contacts above! 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


Fuelling Connections 


We introduced Fuelling Connections in our last newsletter, since then, they’ve 


been working hard getting out and about and building up their local network.  So 


far they have: 


 


 Recruited 336 household to the online community, a sample of 10 
households showed that half were in fuel poverty, with all 10 being on an 
annual household income of under £18,000 and 40% under £12,000, so 
they are reaching the people they are targeting.  


 The community / page have so far: 
o Given diverse energy saving advice, viewed a total of 2,900 times 
o Provided advice relating to benefit entitlement and maximising benefits, viewed a total of 


7,325 times 
o Referred 20 people to the Food Bank for emergency fuel vouchers 
o Encouraged self-referrals to the Warm Homes Oldham scheme, with posts viewed 8,095 


times 
o Given away energy efficient pans, lights, food hampers etc. 


 


The initial funding for the project ends in July this year and following a full evaluation, If Oldham and 


Hubbub will decide whether to reapply for funding to continue the scheme.  


If you are running any events, or want Fuelling Connections to support and promote a services please 


contact Silvia Silvia@hubbub.org.uk or Nikki nikki.davies@ifoldham.org.uk 


Visit the Fuelling Connections Facebook page at:  


https://www.facebook.com/FuellingConnectionsOldham/ 


 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Big Clean Switch 


The Big Clean Switch is still and running, in partnership with the Greater 


Manchester Combined Authority.  The Big Clean Switch is a ‘social business’ which 


aims to help as many people as possible switch to clean energy, helping 


households to play a role in reducing air pollution, tackling climate change and still 


saving money on their fuel bills.  


 


It’s now live and there is no time limit for switching.  When you register the site will ask you about your 


current energy use, supplier and tariff (don’t worry if you don’t have all that information it can also do 


estimates).  It will then give you a quote there and then and can take you through the process of switching.  


Their cheapest clean energy tariff is often only a few pounds more expensive than the cheapest normal 


tariff on the market, so it is worth doing a comparison to see what you could save by going green.  


To find out more and see if you could save money and help the environment at the same time go to: 


https://bigcleanswitch.org/oldham   


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


Greater Manchester Green Summit 


 


In March 2018 the Mayor of Greater Manchester held a Green 


Summit, bringing together environmental experts, interest groups, 


partner agencies, academics and local people to drive forward 


Greater Manchester’s green ambitions.  Items discussed at the 


Summit included: 


 Setting ambitious carbon neutrality targets 


 Building zero carbon homes 


 An emission free bus fleet 


 Doubling the number of free charging points for electric 
vehicles 


 A plastic-free campaign across Greater Manchester 


 Investment in green technologies and policies  


 Setting up a Greater Manchester Energy Company 


 Developing a Greater Manchester Infrastructure Strategy 


 Looking at the affordability of retrofitting existing homes to make them more energy efficient 
 


In the run up to the event, Oldham held two ‘listening’ events, one for Community Energy and one for 


Sustainable Food, both of these fed into the Summit.  


Following the Summit there will be a new Green Charter for Greater Manchester.  Oldham will be taking a 


lead on some of the activities, including a pledge from Councillor Jabbar on the day to lead the 


development of a new energy company for Greater Manchester.  Work is already progressing to hold a 


second Summit, bringing together the findings from the first event and shaping the next steps.  


For further details of the event & presentations go to: https://www.greatermanchester-


ca.gov.uk/info/20005/green_city_region/117/green_summit/1  


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lees Park Eco Centre 


A formerly derelict bowling green has been turned 


into an Eco Centre, where local people can grow 


organic fruit and vegetables and attend courses on 


healthy eating, sustainable living, the environment, 


wildlife, energy efficiency, renewable energy and 


water management.  


Residents and community groups will have access 
to a wide range of facilities at the centre including; 
vegetable plots, poly tunnels, a wildlife pond, 
composting area and a classroom.  


The site has undergone a huge transformation 
from its previous life as a bowls green, and this 
comes as part of the Get Oldham Growing (GOW) programme. GOW aims to get communities in Oldham 
active and engaged in food growing, to improve health and develop opportunities for new social businesses 
in the local food economy. If you would like to know more and want to get involved please contact: 
E: alan.price@live.co.uk  
T: 07807 409498 


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


Housing and Care 21 take advantage of free NEA Training  


 


On the 24th April 10 staff from Housing and Care 21 and their sub-contractor Cruden attended a free NEA 


training session on Fuel Debt in the Community delivered by Steve O’Brien.  The course was run for free at 


the Housing and Care 21 offices.   


 


Stephanie Doughty from Cruden Property Services said: “This course really gave me an insight into fuel 


debt.  The course trainer was superb; very thorough and managed to break up a lot of information into bite-


sized pieces.  The information received was up to date and invaluable to our roles.  The knowledge I 


gained will go on to benefit the residents in our community”.   


 


The NEA currently have a range of half day courses which they are promoting and if there is interest we 


can run the course in-house here at the Civic Centre.  The course available are: 


 Fuel Poverty and Health 
o  The Understanding Fuel Poverty and Health course is aimed at those wanting to learn more 


about fuel poverty, its causes and links with physical and mental wellbeing. The course will 
enable delegates to identify those likely to be at risk from fuel poverty and signpost to 
assistance. 


 Identifying Vulnerability  
o  Vulnerability, Health and Fuel Poverty is a half day training course for professionals who 


interact with vulnerable customers either via telephone or whilst on home visits. This course 
will enable staff to understand the needs of vulnerable customers and identify sources of 
assistance for fuel poor householders. 


 Tackling the Cold 
o  This half day course is aimed at frontline staff working in local authorities, housing 


associations and third sector organisations that come into contact with vulnerable and low 
income groups who are at risk from living in cold homes. The course will enable frontline 
staff to identify those most at risk and provide basic advice about how householders can 
protect themselves against the impacts of the cold. 


 Understanding Fuel Poverty and Fuel Debt 
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o  This course is designed for frontline staff to give them an understanding of the causes 
and impacts of fuel poverty and fuel debt. It will enable staff to identify householders at 
risk and identify help and assistance available to those struggling to heat their homes 
and pay their fuel bills. 


 


If you are interested in attending one of the courses above please contact Angela or Alison.  


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


 


You can contact Angela and Alison on: 


 


Angela Broadhurst: 
angela.broadhurst@oldham.gov.uk 
0161 770 4798 
 


Alison Stuart: 
alison.stuart@oldham.gov.uk 


0161 770 3957 / 07725 938808 
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