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D e a r  j i l l

Spr ing has sprung in  R ichmond.  How I  wish you were  here.  You would  just  love
i t .

Ear ly  each morning we are  out  walk ing and everywhere  you look nature  is
b lossoming and b looming.  Not  just  f lowers ,  f ru i t  and t rees but  b i rdsong,  the
bi r th  of  duckl ings ,  cygnets  and gosl ings and other  wi ld l i fe .

Walk ing in  Bushy Park  there ’s  no need to  be p lugged into  music  as  we have
nature ’s  l ive  orchestra  d i rect ly  overhead.  The b i rdsong is  incredib le  r ight  now,
interspersed wi th  a  woodpecker  tapping out  a  drum ro l l .  I t  is  surreal  to  have
majest ic  deer  cross in  f ront  us  in  as  the  ear ly  morning mist  star ts  to  l i f t .  I  do
wish you were  here.

Today ,  crossing the  lock br idge ,  the  sun was creat ing spark l ing d iamonds on
the water  whi le  local  watercraf t  bobbed up and down on the i r  moor ings.  We
weaved our  way through the empty  walkways and st reets  and came out  onto
Ham Common.  A swan was nest ing on the  t iny  is land in  the  middle  of  the  pond.   
She was st i l l  fast  as leep wi th  her  head deeply  bur ied under  her  snowy wing.
Lucky  g i r l .  On we walked to  Ham Gate ,  which leads into  R ichmond Park.  
 
Our  only  companions are  a  few other  walkers ,  severa l  dogs ,  deer ,  rabbi ts ,
squi r re ls  and here  too ,  there  is  a  duck nest ing on the  pond.  Peace and
tranqui l l i ty  envelop us.  I  do wish you were  here.  
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Cutt ing through the road to  Petersham Nurser ies  we came across a  f ie ld  where
Bel ted Gal loway cat t le  are  graz ing.  They are  a  monochrome photograph in  a
lush -  green set t ing -  a  very  pastora l  and bucol ic  scene.

Accompanying us  on the  last  leg  of  our  walk  a long the Thames Path  was yet
more b i rdsong and a  cacophony of  ducks quacking and geese honking ,  as  they
fast -paddled ,  f lapping the i r  wings hard to  gain  l i f t  of f .  Swans are  gracefu l
bal ler inas as  they  g l idewith  the  current .  I  do wish you were  here.

Yesterday ,  we were  in  our  High Street  and the  beaut i fu l ,  purp le  wister ia
suspended f rom the v ine  outs ide Peg Woff ington ’s  cot tage hang l ike  min i
chandel iers .  Walk ing underneath ,  the  f ragrance was intense and heady.  In  a
s ide st reet ,  one cottage has a  fence l ine  of  huge ,  creamy-green hydrangeas.
Thei r  woody stems st ra in  under  the  weight  of  the  b ig ,  b lousy  heads.  I  do wish
you were  here.

In  the  park  next  door  and f rom our  window we can see baby squi r re ls
scamper ing across the  grass and d isappear ing up t rees.  The crows and
parrots  are  in  abundance r ight  now and thei r  ca l ls  and squawks are  loud
enough to  wake us each morning.  Welcome to  spr ing!  I  do wish you were  here
to  embrace i t  a l l  wi th  us.

What  a  pr iv i lege to  be a l ive  and to  l ive  in  such a  beaut i fu l  p lace.

Your  lov ing s ister
Annemar ie
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