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M a i d e n  v oya g e  o f  t h e  q u e e n  m a ry

Liv ing unt i l  98  I  have been so for tunate.   Not  only  d id  I  l i ve  in  Par is  and
Singapore ,  v is i t ing  many other  countr ies ,  but  I  was on the  MAIDEN VOYAGE OF
THE QUEEN MARY in  1936 and that  was the  most  inspi r ing t r ip  of  my l i fe .  

At  a  t ime of  unemployment ,  and owing to  a  shortage of  money ,  the  f i rst  s tages
of  bui ld ing the  ship  were  much delayed.  At  last  in  1936,  i t  was ready to  sa i l .  

My father  had to  book p laces on board months in  advance as  so many people
yearned to  be passengers.  Permission had to  be sought  for  me to  be absent
f rom school  for  a  for tn ight  and to  our  re l ief  my headmistress said  ‘ lucky  g i r l !  I t
wi l l  be  an educat ion in  i tse l f ! ’  So i t  was!  My brother  could  not  accompany us  as
he was tak ing h is  f ina ls  in  Classics  at  Oxford.

Everyone in  Br isto l  env ied us  and f r iends drove down to  Southampton to  wave
us off .  Before  set t ing foot  on th is  prest ig ious ship  I  was amazed at  the  s ight  of
i t ,  tower ing above us  as  we approached,  a l l  81 ,000 tons.  

My parents  had a  f i rst -c lass cabin  whi le  I  was in  second c lass ,  shar ing wi th
three other  young women.  Of  course ,  I  sat  wi th  my parents  in  the  magnif icent
d in ing- room,  wal ls  l ined wi th  beaut i fu l  wood and wi th  i ts  superb l ight ing.  In  the
centre  of  our  table  was a lways a  bowl  of  red roses and the meals ,  of  many
courses ,  were  var ied and del ic ious.  

How did  I  pass my t ime?  There  were  a l l  sor ts  of  deck games,  though
very  few people  my age to  p lay  them.  Most  days I  went  to  the  c inema.  F i lms
were a l l  the  rage in  the  1930s and there  were  f ive  stars  on board inc luding Jack
Buchanan (near ly  a lways drunk) ,  O l iv ia  de  Havi l land and Frances Day.   I  en joyed
reading f rom a se lect ion of  books in  the  l ibrary .  
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In  the  evening there  was dancing to  the  famous Henry  Hal l ’s  Dance Band in  the
big  bal l room.  Via  f r iends we were  int roduced to  Jack ,  aged 42.   A l though so
much o lder  than me he danced wi th  me every  n ight .  How lucky  I  was!  One n ight
when I  was a lmost  as leep I  heard one of  my companions say  “How did  that
young g i r l  f ind  a  g igolo  when we can ’ t . ”  Next  day  I  asked my mother  what
‘g igolo ’  meant .   She repl ied ‘A  pol i te  gent leman who loves dancing ’ !

After  four  days and a  scare  about  an iceberg looming too c lose ,  we ar r ived in
New York.  A l l  the  b ig  l iners  were  compet ing for  what  was known as ‘The Blue
Riband’  for  the  swif test  crossing of  the  At lant ic .  Some people  were
disappointed that  the  Queen Mary  d id  not  beat  the  record but  the  answer  was
they  d id  not  t ry  as  the  ship  had to  be run in  l ike  a  new car .

The welcome in  New York  was astounding!   Aeroplanes f lew overhead,  sh ips
hooted and sprayed water ,  V IPS came out  in  l i t t le  boats  to  greet  us  and
crowds l ined the  quays to  welcome us.
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