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We knew we weren ’ t  looking for  the  Northern  L ights  the  f i rst  t ime we

went  to  Ice land in  May 2008 because the  best  t ime is  f rom Apr i l  to

August .  However ,  i t  was near ly  Midnight  Sun t ime.  I t  was st i l l  br ight

day l ight  when we ar r ived at  10pm and we appreciated the  b lackout

bl inds when the  sun came up before  3.30am.  I t  was a  g lor ious day.  After

breakfast  in  the  hote l  where  a  not ice  procla imed ‘ I t  is  not  customary  to

make ones lunch f rom the breakfast  buffet”  we walked a long the  harbour

past  the  stunning Vik ing Ship  sculpture  to  s i t  outs ide in  a  pavement  cafe.

L i t t le  d id  we real ise  how unusual  that  was.  Apparent ly  only  f ive  days l ike

that  a  year  and the  whole  of  Reyk jav ik  seemed to  be tak ing advantage

of  i t .  But  th is  was an except ional  day  because at  15.45 on the  29th  May

2008 there  was an earthquake that  measured 6.3  on the  R ichter  scale.

Volcanoes are  perhaps expected in  Ice land -  ear thquakes not  so much.

Fortunate ly  the  only  casual t ies  were  a  smal l  number  of  sheep and the

tomato greenhouses around Reykjav ik  which had some broken g lass.

The next  day  we d id  the  Golden Ci rc le  tour  -  memorable  for  the  Gulfoss

Waterfa l l ,  the  Geysi r  af ter  which every  geyser  in  the  wor ld  is  named,  the

area where  the  Eurasian and the  North  Amer ican tectonic  p lates  meet

and are  moving apart  every  year  -  and the  s ight  of  someone peer ing

over  a  crater  to  see i f  there  were  s igns of  vo lcanic  act iv i ty .  Seemed

dangerous!
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Of course no t r ip  is  complete  wi thout  a  t r ip  to  the  Blue Lagoon.  This  is  a

re lat ive ly  recent  phenomena and was formed in  1976 when a  geothermal

p lant  was bui l t  nearby.  I t  was found that  the  excess water  which created

the lagoon was very  pure  and fu l l  of  minera ls .  I t  was opened as  a  spa in

1987.  I t ’s  meant  to  be  part icu lar ly  good for  t reat ing sk in  condi t ions but

for  me i t  was memorable  because at  8pm the sun shone and the  water  was

hot .

And the  Northern  L ights?  Wel l  I ’ ve  s ince been back four  t imes in  peak

Northern  L ights  season.  I ’ ve  stood in  a  f ie ld  at  midnight  and I ’ve  had

three harbour  tours  cancel led  because there  was c loud.  But  -  I ’ ve  had

breakfast  by  candle l ight ,  I ’ ve  seen the  v iew f rom the top of

Hal lgr imski rk ja ,  I ’ ve  sat  in  the  Blue Lagoon in  a  snowstorm,  I ’ ve  l is tened

in  awe to  the  stor ies  of  the  Hidden People  who mustn ’ t  be  d isturbed,  I ’ ve

been amazed by  the  t ree less lava f ie lds ,  I ’ ve  been to  a  restaurant  that  had

run out  of  whi te  wine ,  I ’ ve  been astounded at  the  cost  of  a  bowl  of  lamb

soup,  I ’ ve  walked on a  g lac ier ,  I ’ ve  been mistaken for  an  Ice lander  and I ’ve

become a  fan of  Ice landic  Noi r  cr ime f ict ion -  but  I ’m st i l l  searching for

the  Northern  L ights !
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